FALSE     START

This manuscript, "Geology of Bristol, with Sections,"
is still in existence. In MacDonald's already exquisitely
neat and highly individual calligraphy, under such
headings as Physical Description, Stratigraphical Geology,
Silurian, Devonian, Carboniferous, it describes, in highly
technical language, the strata of the neighbourhood.

At Bradford-on-Avon is the Bradford Clay, containing
apiocrinus Parkinsoni. At the same place is the Bath Oolite
with Derebratula coartata and digona.

Inside the front cover of the tiny volume are the neatest
drawings of Sections, at three neighbouring villages, and
on a miniature folding plan at the back is a diagram of
strata running from the Suspension Bridge, south-east
of Bristol, to Cook's Folly, on the north-west. In all, the
formation of fifty-seven different localities is briefly
described. The author of this manuscript took his hobby
seriously and was clearly an advanced amateur geologist.
It has often been said, indeed MacDonald often said
himself, that he might have been an imaginative writer,
if he had not been a politician. But there was always the
twofold vein in his make-up, and there seems little doubt
that, in altered circumstances, he might equally well
have become a Professor of Science.

Employment "with the Reverend Mordaunt Crofton
did not last long. For some reason or other, whether or
not connected with his own membership of the Demo-
cratic Federation, MacDonald did not see eye to eye with
him. Before the end of the year, it became obvious that
he would have to return to Lossiemouth. The decision,
though inevitable, was a blow to his pride. The most
promising lad in Lossiemouth had failed in his first
venture, and soon all Lossiemouth would know it. He
resolved, there and then, that from his second venture,
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